HERE ARE the two 
faces of Irish “jus- 


| tice”. 


Retired Guinness 
worker LARRY DORAN 
refuses to pay the water 
charges. 

He has paid taxes all his 


| life and like thousands of 


other working class people 
objects to the double taxa- 


| tion of water charges. 


But the courts and the 
government have no time 
for Larry. 

South Dublin County 
Council recently hauled 
him up to court and got the 
judge to order his discon- 
nection from the water sup- 
ply. 5 

No such worries for 
LARRY GOODMAN. 

He has paid very little 
taxes on the millions he 
makes. 


His company made a 
killing selling rotten beef to 
Russia. 


Friends 


His company scored 
massive profits from “ir- 


For a Workers’ Republic and International Socialism 40p 


regularities” in beef sold 
to the EU. 


But he has friends in 
high places. 


Politicians and top offi- 
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BSE crisis: How 


the beef bosses 
put profits before 


cials backed Goodman and 
all his irregularities to the 
hilt. 


Donations 
In the eighties he paid 
more in political donations 


ine rich.: 


to Fianna Fail than he paid 
in taxes. 

The bill for his defence 
lawyer during the beef tri- 
bunal amounting to mil- 
lions of pounds is to be 
paid by the Irish tax payer. 


ou r heal Ef centre pages 


And now we are ex- 
pected to pay the £75 mil- 
lion EU fine for the fiddles 
and scams of the Irish beef 
barons. 


Free 


But Larry Goodman gets 
away scot free. 


Agriculture minister 
Ivan Yates may attack 
Goodman in the Dail but he 
has no intention of taking 
the money off him. 


Nor have the Labour 
Party ministers who got 
elected on the promise of 
breaking the golden circle 
and cleaning up corruption 
in high places. 

Instead they have be- 
trayed their supporters and 
joined the gravy train. 

It’s time we organised a 
real socialist alternative. 
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her four children. 

They barged into her home 
without speaking to her and be- 
gan to put her belongings out on 
the street, 

This event would have gone 
unnoticed had it not been broad- 
cast live on the Gay Byrne show. 

Mrs Cunningham is a Dublin 
Corporation tenant and was being 
evicted because she owed almost 
£6,000 in arrears of rent. 

A Corporation spokesman ad- 
mitted that no attempt was made 
to find the reason for Mrs 
Cunningham’s arrears or to offer 


haviour”. 


100 families each year for rent 
arrears and for “anti-social be- 


But according to a spokesper- 
son from Threshold, the main rea- 


Goodman Scandal 


Middle 


At the end of March, EE i 
three unhappy middle : A 


Commemorating the 
famine with new evictions 


ON THURSDAY 21st March, the Dublin City Sheriff 
and six men arrived at the home of Joan 
Cunningham in Ladyswell, Dublin to evict her and 


son people do not pay rent “is 
simply, out of complete poverty.” 


‘Get-tough’ 


It is introducing a “get-tough” 
evictions policy even though it is 
aware that 85 percent of its 30,000 
tenants depend solely on social 
welfare. 

The Corporation wants to be able 


lord. 


states that: 


is 
os 


her any advice or assistance. 

One of MrsCunningham’s sons | men, who’d got caught 
was killed in ajoy-riding accident | up in a scam walked 
last year. free from Dublin circuit 


i His funeral cost her £1,800. 
She receives just £130 a week for 
herself and her four children so it 
is little surprise that she couldn’t 
afford to pay her rent. 


Eviction 


i Her eviction was eventually 

i called off when £7,000 was do- 
f nated to her by the public. 

But after leaving Mrs 

Cunningham's home, the Sheriff 

and his men evicted two other 

l families in Clondalkin without 

I: any publicity. 
( One family was subsequently 
split up when the father was sent 


criminal court. 


sian contract. 


Beef 


| 

| \ to one hostel for homeless people 

b and the mother and child sent to The court heard how the su- 

F Anoe perior beef was daily substituted 
$ with animal hearts and other in- 


At the same Dun Laoghaire- 
Rathdown County Council 
evicted a Ballinteer mother and 
her four children for rent arrears 
of just £800. 

Dublin Corporation evicts over 


Military’s blind 
eye to Nazis 


THE US military has kicked out gay and les- 
bian soldiers, but it allows wannabe Nazis 
with swastika tattoos to drive around with 
miniature nooses hanging from car mirrors. 
two racist skinheads who 
were soldiers in the 82nd 
Airbome Division. 

The study found that 
some soldiers at all of North 
Carolina’s military bases 
were part of skinhead 
groups and had been in- 
volved in assaults. 


ment of Coloured People. 
The study was commis- 

sioned after the murder last 

December of two Blacks by 


SU victory is Taylor made 


FIANNA FAIL hacks were delighted with their man, 
Colman Byrne, winning the presidency of the na- 
tional students union 
(USI) at its annual con- 
gress in Galway. 

But this pathetic excuse 
for a student leader, who has 
attacked socialists from a 
height, is defending the 
£20,000 cost of the confer- 
ence at the 4 star Ardilaun 
Hotel in Galway. 

And no talk of a real fight 
on student poverty, which 
has never been higher. 

Byrne also has friends in 
unlikely places. 

He secured the unani- 
mous backing of the Queens 
delegation, including one 
Jonathan Taylor, son of Un- 
ionist MP John Taylor. 


a £100 a head dinner. 


betrayals. 


money in Dublin. 


search. 


ferior beef from Goodman's own 
plants, while the top quality beef 
was sold off at commercial rates. 

All in all this particular fraud 
benefited “somebody unknown” 


inside the system 


Pulling Stokes 


THE LABOUR Party must be desperate to raise 
funds. First Ruairi Quinn says he is available for 


And now Niall Stokes is organising race nights 
for his political boss, Michael D Higgins. 

Labour's problem is that its members are de- 
moralised and leaving the party because of its 


This is why the former left winger Higgins turns 
to hippy capitalists like Niall Stokes to raise 


Higgins used to be a prominent academic who 
once wrote a famous article on clientalism. He 
Saw it as the basis of Fianna Fail’s power. 

He obviously learnt a few lessons from his re- 


Employees of the Goodman 
Group, all three had been work- 
ing at the Shannon meat plant at 
Rathkeale in 1991 when the plant 
won a number of contracts 
known collectively as the Rus- 


The former Soviet Union was 
the destination of the meat in- 
volved - close to 2,000 tonnes of 
top quality intervention beef. The 
Goodman group was commis- 
sioned to process and can this 
beef before it was to be sent on 
as European Aid to Russia. 


to the tune of £710,000, while the 
three middle managers were or- 
dered to pay a total of £32,000 in 
compensation to the Minister for 
Finance over the next five years. 

We wonder who? 

Now is the time to press the 
ICTU to call a national stoppage 
to demand that the beef barons pay 
their own fine to Europe—rather 
than PAYE workers. 


amuel Brittan seems to have a bit more 
insight into the system than is usual for 
economists. 

He was quoted recently in the Financial 
Times as saying “Marx should have been liv- 
ing now. He may have been right.”. 

It is a shame the labour party don’t have the 
same understanding 


Super-salaries 
for super-rich 


THE BOOM in the Irish economy has certainly 
brought the good life for the rich. 

Executive directors at Cement Roadstone Holdings are 
earning at average of £401,240 a year. This represents a 
fantastic rise of over 79%. 

And remember Gerry Casey. This shark got paid a 
whopping £1.7 two years ago for his role as an executive 
of Allied Irish Banks. Then he slipped back a little. 

Now the bold Gerry has 
again earned the more 
modest salary of £786,000. 
And this does not even in- 
clude his generous pension 
package. 

The Labour Party has 
little to say about this scan- 
dal. They even cut the taxes 
on their company cars in 
this year’s budget. 

It is going to take a 
proper socialist party to 
put manners on these 
parastites who lecture 
workers about the need for 
restraint—and then dig 
deep into the trough them- 
selves. 


4 FORMER Thatcher supporter Economist 


to act like any greedy private land- 
A private Corporation document 


“failure to pay rent will lead to 
eventual eviction in every case. 

On the 150th anniversary of the 
Irish Famine, Dublin Corporation 
is commemorating the mass evic- 
tions in its own way. 


men caught out 


300 people took to the streets on a demonstration called at short 
notice to protest at the governments attempt to make PAYE 
workers pay the EU fine for corruptiuon in the Beef industry. 


PASS THIS RESOLUTION 


This Branch/Section de- 
mands that the ICTU calls a 
national one-day strike on 
May 1st against the imposi- 
tion of the EU fine on the 
PAYE sector. 

Copies of a national petition 
are avaible fram PO Box 
1648, Dublin 


Why only 
seven per cen 
choose hotels 


week. 


After years of training at pov- 
erly fevel wages they can hope to 
take home £120 per week. 


Now employers in the hotel and 
catering industry hav 
to ask why the majority of school 
leavers show no interest in their 
industry's career opportunities. 

A recent CERT sponsered sur- 
vey which showed that only 7 per 
cent of school leavers wanted to 
enter the hotel industry caused 
considerable constemation. — 

Pat McCann, president of the 


Who runs grant 
funded centres? 


St Fergal’s Resource Centre in Bray has been embroiled 
in a conflict between its full time management and lo- 


cal Bray women. 

The conflict is over management's 
handling and running of the centre, 

The complaints came from local 
women who pointed out that there 
was no accountability on the board. 
The board consists of representatives 
from the Vincent de Paul, the local 
parish and the Vocational Education 
Committee. 

There were also nine other local 
women democratically elected on to 
the board to represent grassroots feel- 
ing in the running of the centre. 


Fancy a job with 


A first year cook training 


tourism agency- 
Likewise for CERT’s bar or 
waiting staff. Young men and 


omen put in cruelly 
for Bist rates as low as £80 per 


long hours 


Career 


have the cheek 


Fianna Fail 


SHORT of a few bob? Why not give Pat 
Farrell, general secretary of Fianna Fail a 
ring and see if he’s any spare twenty pound 


notes lying about. 

“The Republican Party” 
are so short of activists 
nowadays that they recently 
paid people £20 a night to 
canvass in the Dublin West 
by-election. 

And you'll be safe in the 
knowledge that most of the 
cash would have come from 
Ireland's rich - maybe even 


AMID ALL the tur- 
moil over the royal 
divorce, the queen is 
presented as a car- 
ing figurehead who 
is still worthy of deep 
respect. 

Ifyou need evidence 
to refute this, look atan 
account of her opin- 
ions by US travel writer 
Paul Theroux. 

He has written an ac- 
count of a dinner party 
attended by the queen 
at which she comented 
on a recent meeting 


The queen of 
her prejudice 


from the esteemed Larry 
Goodman. 

Fianna Fail headquarters 
ane at 13 opr Mount St., 
ublin -OF ho 
6761551. ES 

(Of course, SW would 
not dream of advocating 
taking the money and run- 
ning!!!) 


with the Prime minister 
of Papua New Guinea 
and his wife. 


Visited 

Theroux writes that 
the queen said, 

“Papua New Guinea. 
Marvelous country. The 
prime minister visited 
the Palace just last 
pari renc splendid 

ir. Fuzzy-Wuzzy hair. 

And his Wife just sat 
next to him smiling 
away. And she had 
fuzzy-wuzzy hair too.” 


t 


with CERT—the state 


does a full weeks work for £68.76. 
Irish Hotel Federation wis at 
pains to point out that behind the 
perception of the industry as u low 
pay sweat shop, “by far the vast 
majority of employers are good“ 


McCann sees the problem as 


lying with lazy teachers and ca- 
reer guidance counsellors who 
don’t trouble themselves to find 
out what the industry is really 
like!! 


Socialist Worker can point to an 


alternative however. 


Huge numbers of school goers, 


whether through transition year or 
part-time work, have already felt 
what a ten hour day, constantly on 
your feet for £2 or £3 an hour is 
like. 


Most of them decide for them- 


selves that this is not how they 
want to spend the rest of their lives, 


But the Board of Management 


closed down the centre for a week 
saying that the women were un- 
democratically elected. 


At the end of March a conference 


was held on the whole dispute. Al- 
tera three hour debate management 
were foreed to back down. 


Noticeably absent from the whole 


affair was Liz MeManus and Demo- 
cratic Left who likes to indulge in 
some ‘power to the people’ rhetoric 
now and then, 


lrish 
Builder 
for 
Sellafield 


AN IRISH company 
has admitted it 
supplies materials 
used in the con- 
struction of both 
the Sizewell B and 
Sellafield nuclear 
plants. 

Joseph Murphy 
Structural Engineers, 
based in Dublin, has 
over the years sup- 
plied fabricated steel 
to its sister company 
in Britain, AGSE, to 
fill orders worth over 
£25 million for the 
nuclear industry. 

JMSE also sup- 
plied steel for the 
ESB plant at 
Moneypoint. 

So while the 
government pontifi- 
cates about 
Sellafield, a state- 
owned company 
shares a common 
supplier with the 
nuclear industry. 


wnat we 


Ink 


B.S.E. ‘SCARE’: 


It’s not just ‘hyste 


The political establishment are claiming 
that the scare over BSE is just hysteria. 


But if they are so sure 
that they can prove there 
is no link between BSE 
and brain disease in hu- 
mans, why have they not 
pumped millions into re- 
search? 

Up to the end of March, 


the British government 
had spent only £6 million 
a year into research on 
BSE—a fraction of what 
it spends on one weap- 
ons system alone. 
Figures for the Irish 
government are not 


known because they are 
so minuscule. 


Pattern 


The events surrounding 
BSE are not new. 

They repeat a pattern 
seen in two recent public 
health scandals. 


One is asbestos. 

This killer dust was 
known to be dangerous 
last century. 

Factory inspectors 
warned it could kill. 

But governments and 
big business argued that 
it was safe. 

in Athy, for example, an 


Spring prepares 
to ditch neutraiity 


THE White Paper on Foreign Policy pub- 
lished at the end of March represents a new 
step towards ditching Ireland’s traditional 


military neutrality. 


The Labour leader Dick Spring is advocating mem- 
bership of the Partnership for Peace group and is 


The shape of 
things to come? 


presenting it as an asso- 
ciation to promote 
peace and humanitari- 
anism. 

But nobody should be 
fooled by these games. 


Weapons 


The PFP is linked to 
the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation, a military 
alliance founded to de- 
fend Western imperial- 
ema - : 

pring’s plan goes 
through, the fish army 
will align itself along- 
side forces such as 
France who have shown 
a willingness to hold 
and test nuclear weap- 


ons. 

All the indications are 
that plans are already 
being drawn up to inte- 
grate Ireland into the Eu- 


ropean war machine. 
m The General Secretary 
of PDFORA, the trade 
union for the general 
ranks in the army, told 
his conference this year 
that the army is being re- 
organised to be capable 
of “actively co-operating 
and integrating with mili- 
tary forces of our Euro- 
pean partners”. 
The Canadian General 
Lewis McKenzie, who 
was charged with draw- 
ing up plans for that re- 
organisation of the army 
told Prime Time that he 
was ordered to produce 
a “solution which could 
cope with the demands 
of European defence”. 
He was made aware 
that he was dealing with 
“political dynamite”. 
Spring claims that 
nothing will really be 


changed until there is a 
referendum on neutral- 
ity. 
But this is only a cam- 
ouflage to allow him to 
push through serious 
changes now. 


War 


Irish neutrality was of 
course always inconsist- 
ent. 

it did not stop Irish 
governments allowing 
US war planes to refuel 
at Shannon during the 
Gulf War. 

But now even the 
weak policy of neutralit 
is too much for the Iris 
ruling class. 

As always Spring and 
Labour will tear up any 
of their promises on 
neutrality to please 
them. 


asbestos factory was al- 
lowed to operate through- 
out the 1980s—with virtu- 
ally no restrictions. 


Proof 


Governments only 
moved when proof was 
staring them in the face as 
the number of victims 
soared to thousands. 

The same story is true 
of AlDs. 

Throughout the 1980's, 
governments did not heed 
warnings that the HIV vi- 
rus which causes AID's is 
transmitted by hetero- 
sexual sex as well as gay 
sex. 


Knowing this they still al- 
lowed contaminated blood 
products to be moved from 
country to country. 


They held back on an 
education programme 
about safe sex and the 
use of condoms. 


Instead they tried to 
scapegoat gays and drug 
addicts for causing the 
disease. 


Lies 
Millions of people 
around the world are dy- 
ing today because of 


those lies. 
The same people who 


F 


complain about hysteria 
today, are those who ig- 
nored the dangers of as- 
bestos and HIV a decade 
ago. 

The reality is that pub- 
lic health and the free 
market have never mixed. 


In every health scandal 
governments and big 
business put profit before 
lives. 

BSE, AIDS and Asbes- 
tos show that if we care 
for our own health and 
that of the next generation 
we would do well to fight 
for a society where pro- 
duction is based on need 
and not profit. 


Ston these sectarian marches 


“We should burn the Catholics 
out of the Lower Ormeau. That 


would solve the problem” 

This is how one loyalist marcher sumnied 
up the real feelings behind the attempt hy 
Orange Lodges to march down the Lower 


Ormeau. 


The leaders of the Ballynafeigh Walkers 
Club of the Apprentice Boys claimed that 
their traditional civil 


they were only asserting 
and religious liberty. 


‘This is pure nonsense. These marches have 
nothing to do with freedom or democracy. 

Last summer when an Orange march 
went down the Ormeau Road, a curfew was 
imposed on the people of the area from Sam 
in the morning. The freedom of the local in- 
habitants was curtailed to allow the bigots 


to demonstrate. 


These marches are all about asserting a 
superiority over Catholics. They have as 
much to do with civil liberty as a Ku Klux 
Klan marching through a black area of 


America, 


The signal for this new upsurge of sectari- 
anism has come from the leaders of the Un- 
ionist party. When the violence starts, they 
always wash their hands and claim they want 
tu use constitutional methods, 

But many of the Orange marchers on the 
Ormeau Road were calling for a return to 


the ‘Spirit of Drumeree’ 


At Drunerce last year the two unionist 
leaders ‘Trimble and Paisley whipped up a 
sectarian frenzy to demand their right to 
march through Catholie areas. 

Sociulists completely oppose these ritual 
humiliations of Catholics. We reject any no- 
tian that Orangeism and hatred of Catho- 
lics is part of Protestant culture and so needs 
to be respected. 

It is in the direct interests of Protestant 
workers to oppose the bigots who are trying 
tostir up sectarian hatred under the guise of 
religious liberty. 

When workers are divided it ig easier for 
the bosses in Sharts or the health service to 
ram through their attacks. 


1a’ 


Labour backs 
police 


harassment 


SWEEPING new stop and search powers 
have been given to the British police by the 
Tory government. f 
Thousands of lrish people living in Britain will 
now be subject to harassment. | 
None of this will have the slightest effect on 
the conduct of an IRA campaign in Britain, For 
two decades the British authorities having been- 
detaining people under the Prevention of Terror- 
ism Act. But very few have later gone to trial. 


Tories 


The new measure went through with the sup- 
port of Tony Blair’s New Labour. Blair is deter- 
mined to win office by mimicking the policies of 
the Tories in virtually every area. i 

After they gave up their opposition to the PTA 
it was inevitable that the Labour Party would fol- 
low the Tories on other attacks on civil liberties. 

In both Ireland and Britain, Labour now stands 
for attacks on working people. The new measure 
shows why we need an alternative to them. | 


‘Evil and Bad’ was the 
verdict of the tabloids 
on Brendan O’Donnell. 

They tried to give the impres- 
sion that some people are born 
naturally evil. 

According to this view all of us 
are born with a fixed amount of 
‘original sin’ but mysterious! 
enough some people get dealt 
more than their fair share of evil- 
ness. 

Right wing editors love this ap- 

roach because it allows them to 
look for an outside force rather 
than society itself. 

But the evidence at the 
O'Donnell trial shows what non- 
sense this really is. 

According to his sister he was 
regularly beaten by his father with 
a poker, a hurley or anything that 


‘came to hand.’ 

From the age of five, he was 
seeing psychiatrists and taking 
valium. 

His life began to fall apart after 
the death of his mother, his one 

rotector who offered him some 
love. 


Tragedy 


The real tragedy of the case 
was the terrible level of psychiat- 
tic care that was available to him. 

Throughout the whole of the 
1980's there was no child or ado- 
lescent psychiatric service in 
Clare. 

When O'Donnell was finally 
sent to an assessment centre in 
Finglas, Dublin it was recom- 
mended that he be sentto a small 
residential style unit where he 


O 


would receive therapy. 

Instead he was sent to Trinity 
House, a detention centre for 
young offenders. 

Irish capitalism has always 
been more interested in giving 
hand-outs to industrialists who 
then fail to create jobs—rather 
than providing the services for 
people in need. Brendan 
O'Donnell was just one example 
of this neglect. 

_ _He was also an extreme crea- 
tion of a certain type of society. 

Capitalism is driven by compe- 
tition and greed and everyone is 
encouraged to join a rat race. 

The one area that is supposed 
to be outside this is the family 
where the individual is meant to 
find their real identity. 

But the family cannot escape 
the pressures of the outside 


‘Donnell:Damaged by his 


= 


experiences 


world. 

The brutality and hierarchy of 
the wider society impinge on it. 

The promises of love and kind- 
ness can often fall to dust under 
the pressures of poverty and al- 
ienation. 

Is it any wonder in this situa- 
tion that a small minority com- 
pletely snap and lash out.? 

Of course these are often the 
most alienated and damaged by 
their experiences. 

Much more common are acts 
of violent blind rage and de- 
spair—or depression. 

Calling Brendan O'Donnell evil 
or even accepting his own story 
that he was ‘possessed by the 
devil' is just a way of ignoring 
the social causes that produced 
this terrible case. 
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Lenihan: scraped in 


THE Dublin West By-election has 
rocked the main political parties. Fianna 
Fail, Labour and Fine Gael got only 
about 40% of the vote between them. 


The only reason why Brian Lenehan has 
taken his father’s seat F m ai 


is that he got the trans- dià 
fers of Fine Gael. 


Pretended 


For decades Fianna 
Fail and Fine Gael were 
supposed to be arch-ri- 
vals. 

They pretended that 
there was so much bad 
blood between them be- 


Joe Higgins i 
cause of a civil war that 


happened seventy years 
ago that they could never 


A 


ASLAPIN — 
THE FACE Ž 


FOR LABOUR 


THE Labour Party got even less votes 
than Sinn Fein and came out with a 
miserly 3.8% of the vote. 

It was a massive slap in the face for the 
former left winger Joan Burton who as a 
junior Minister represents the constituency. 

Burton's only response was a to try to go 
ona red scare after the election. “Higgins 
is even for public ownership of the banks”, 
she charged. 

How absolutely terrible! The two main 
banks are making £1 million profit a day -- 
and Labour thinks it a political crime to talk 
of nationalising them. 

The Labour Party thinks that elections are 
won by PR people with slick images. The 
reality is that there is now a massive appe- 
tite for left wing ideas 


go into Coalition with 
each other. 

But when they were 
faced with a serious chal- 
lenge from the left, they 
united in their class inter- 
ests. 

Fine Gael denounced 
the Militant Labour candi- 
date, Joe Higgins for try- 
ing to be ‘the Arthur 
Scargill of Ireland’. 

Fianna Fail claimed that 
‘democratic politicians’ 
could not advocate a cam- 
paign of non-payment of 
water charges. 

Higgins came within 
400 votes of taking the 
seat. 

The main reason he lost 
was that many of the trans- 


fers of the other left wing 
candidate, Thomas 
McGiolla of the Workers 
Party went to Lenehan of 
Fianna Fail. 


Record 


Unfortunately this was 
by no means accidental. 

Throughout the cam- 
paign, McGiolla tried to 
curry votes by talking fa- 
vourably about the politi- 
cal record of the ex-Fi- 
anna Fail Minister, Brian 
Lenehan Senior whose 
death caused the bye- 
election. 

The Workers Party 
have always rested on 
pretending that individu- 


als’ problems could be 
solved by their councillors 
and TDs in the past. 

This often meant a very 
apolitical base. _ 

After the elections, the 
establishment politicians 
made excuses for their hu- 
miliation. Labour's General 
Secretary, Ray Kavanagh 
even claimed that the vote 
for Higgins ‘was a joke’. 

But the /rish Times ac- 
curately pointed to the real 
reasons for the huge vote for 
Joe Higgins. 

It claimed that his vote 
came from those ‘who have 
gained little from the eco- 
nomic boom and who feel 
betrayed by Labour in gov- 
ernment’. 


What sort of alternative 
to Labour? 


THE VOTE for Higgins 
confirms a general pat- 
tern that has emerged 
recently. Tens of thou- 
sands are looking for a 
real alternative to La- 
bour. 

But what sort of alter- 
native is needed? 

Militant Labour see 
the way forward in pre- 
paring for further clec- 
tions. 

They believe that they 
can repeat a strategy of 
concentrating on the sin- 
gle issue of water charges 
to run candidates in the 
next elections. But there 
are major problems 
here. 

Firstly, you cannot 
build a base simply on 
single issues. In Dublin 
West, many workers in 
Ballyfermot and North 
Clondalkin do not pay 
water charges. 


‘PEOPLE IN NEED APPEAL: 


Rubbing salt in the 


And many who do 
oppose water charges 
need to be won to wider 
socialist arguments. 

Unless you take these 
arguments up now, 
even a voting base will 
disappear when the 
media go on the offen- 
sive with arguments on 
law and order, or the 
Northern conflict. 


Pledging 


Second, Fianna Fail 
have joined with the 
Coalition in pledging to 
keep the water charges. 
They both agree that 
the beef barons can be 
allowed walk scott free 
and water charges 
protestors will be jailed. 

Sending in one left 


wing TD into the Dail will 
not change that. 

The only thing that will 
force change is the mili- 
tancy outside the parlia- 
ment. 

To win on water charges 
or other issues you need to 
mobilise people on the 
streets. 

More importantly you 
need to link up struggles 
with the power of organ- 
ised workers. 

While revolutionary so- 
cialists are for contesting 
elections.they never pre- 
tend that key issues will be 
solved by parliamentary 
elections. x 

This is why a real alter- 
native to Labour must 
also shift from focusing on 
elections to building for 
struggle. 


wound 


HEPATITIS C: 
The cover-up 


continues 


A hing is being stage-managed 
THE WHOL S Ae They hope that they can 
by the go n and make them 


e woman with heer Con 
i rrently underway in Dublin to 
me : nfected with the virus 


through contaminated blood or blood products. 
inv: 
e hepatitis C virus as a result of hav- 


nounced that 


re call i J 
ano hea the start the women received appalling 


they went for screening they were 
eee eet their sexual activity and their 
lifestyles. They were also asked if they had tattoos or 
if they could have contracted the virus from having 

i ierced. À 
meine ars Godweeard were desperate to find some- 
thing else to blame. They just didn't want to accept 
responsibility", said one woman Socialist Worker 
spoke to who was diagnosed as having hepatitis C 
rs ago. 

E the women have received hasnt 
been any better since then. Positive Action was formed 
by the women themselves in June 1994 to fight for 
what they see as basic rights being denied them. 


Blame 


The women want the government to recognise that 
the Blood Board was to blame for their contraction of 
the virus. The report of the expert group in April of 
last year found that the Blood Bank was to blame. 

They are very angry that, despite the negligence 
of the authorities, when the directors of the board were 
forced to resign they got huge golden handshakes 
from the state. 

Look at how we've been treated. We're having to 
fight all the way and now in the tribunal they're giving 
us handouts like it's charity. 

“Women have the right to compensation because 
we didn't do anything wrong. They're the ones who 
are to blame.” 

But the government has been unwilling to do much 
about it. The women haven't even been able to get 
decent treatment. 


I'm on interferon. It means | h inj 
three times a day. aetna 
nee side effects of the drugs are terrible. You could 
ee thyroid problems. Your immune system 
-s down. Sometimes you're so tired you can't 
oven oe! up to answer the door. 
e government hasn't even invested in research 
on the disease, All we get are trial drugs. We're being 


used as guinea pigs § i 
S- or bi 
are making millions g drugs companies who 


“That's the worst thin 
the end of the tunnel.” 


pensation to eens setup this tribunal to pay com 
setup thi 
women are boycotting it. e a 


“Ny | 
Rave Se Neo the paper it's written on. All we 
ment will honour the Promises that the next govern- 


to if they don’t want $2 decisions, but they won't have 


“The whole thi i 
S I 
ment. You have en 


g - there's no cure, no light at 


d in favour of the govern- 
that most of these women 


in letting the airwaves be 
hijacked like this. 

FAS, Leader 
Programmes, Horizon and 
indeed the Lottery have 
been disbursing funds to 
the devil knows who. 


outside broadcast of, for 
example, a playground or 
a unit attached to a centre 
for disabled people. 

A voice-over of a social 
worker/administrator will 
extol the great benefits of 


videoing a shot of one of 
them sitting in the office of 
their enterprise with a 
computer screen visible, 
telling us of their dream. 
Buzz words like "jobs 
created” and “Markets” will 


THE People in Need 
jamboree hits our 
airwaves on April 26 
next. 

On our national airwaves 
will be revealed a sudden 
capacity to build day care 


cae, rom the tribunal will mean 
‘go aw Our rights. Their attitude is 
ment es have ek S back” 1 want the govern- 
pened. cept responsibility for what's hap- 


“lwant statuto 


r : pre s rovisi 
centres in one day. be bandied about. this facility that the meneron the very My gur ves. Provision to be made for us for the 
eemingly for a day, a k PPE revenue from the Appea causes of the problems, n totally ch i o 
sense/feeling of the Irish Go-for-it! has brought. stemming as they are from pe a healthy person - | used to n ro Sea 


thon. Now |' rin ar r 

a a the tings 9 Into hospital and taking these 

onan it's not just abo 

ripped apart by this. They’ 
ome women are 


‘meitheal’, feel-good factor. 
Thatcherism, joy and 
philanthropy will imbue all 
our little nation, 

Take the image of, let's 
say, Tommy or Mary down 
in the local Business 
Incubation Centre. 

By now a RTE unit is 


Not a word will we get 
from the direct 
“beneficiaries”, only people 
talking for them or 
someone with a 
broadcasting voice will be 
heard. 

Guilty in all of this are 
our national broadcasting 


the unequal distribution of 
resources in society are 
never broached upon. 
Rather it is a case of 
putting a sticking plaster in 
an open wound, a grain of 
Salt on a patch of raw skin. 


OEDMUND COYLE, 
ATHLONE 


It is another facet of the 
right wing propaganda 
which is being fed to us via 
RTE in programmes such 
as the Late show and Up 
and Running, which show 
efforts in right wing "go for 
it" mentality. 

Similarly we will have an 


e. My whole family’s been 
ve all had to be tested.” 


King their cases to the High 
thorifies ha) re di- 
ficult as possi "es have been making it as 

: p = for them to get 


their hands on the 
But, while the 


for the women o niment tries to hide the blame, 


hepatitis © continues. d the nightmare of living with 


by ROISIN CRONIN 


Four fifths 
Liberia f: 


WIDESPREAD KILLING and burnin 


houses in the Liberian capi 
Monrovia signalled the end ay tae 


other of the co 
this week. 


Liberia, in west Africa, 
oe as i terrible monu- 
ment to the world system 
which brings boven and 
war. 

In large parts of the 
country, blank-faced chil- 
dren as young as 12 fight 
one another with assault 
rifles and rocket-propelled 
grenades. 

A church mission re- 
ported recently, “This is the 
Site of utter barbarism. No 
horror is too terrible to be 
real, no story too outland- 
ish to be trumped the next 
day by something more 
awful.” 

For six years the West 
and the media have almost 
totally ignored the horror in 
Liberia, yet it dwarfs the 


untry’s peace accords 


yet an- 


Killing in Yugoslavia 

_ Ina country of three mil- 
lion people, 150,000 peo- 
ple have died and 80 per- 
cent of the population have 
been forced to flee their 
homes. 


Disease 


The newspaper Info Soir 
reports, “the remaining 
500,000, prey to famine 
and disease have been re- 
duced to slavery by the 
armed forces of all factions 
or subjected to their exac- 
tions: systematic rape, for- 
cible enlistment of chil- 
dren, looting, destruction 
and torture.” 

Such atrocities are not 
because of “African cul- 


“MORE THAN one in four people agree with 
the ideas of the National Front”. That was 
the front page headline last week in the 
French paper Le Monde. 


A worrying new opin- 
ion survey found that the 
ideas Jean Marie Le 
Pen’s Nazi National 
Front are more accepted 
than ever. k 

But the same poll 
showed the scale of op- 
position to Le Pen is also 
harder than ever. 

Four months after the 
strikes which rocked 
France’s Tory govern- 
ment in December, the 
poll reflects the deepen- 
ing polarisation 1n 
French society. 


Myths 


Some 28 percent of peo- 
ple say they are, “com- 
pletely or mostly in agree- 
ment with Le Pen”. 

But 70 percent of people 
saw they, “completely or 
mostly disagree” and 71 
percent of people now think 
that Le Pen’s nazis “repre- 
sent a danger to democ- 
racy”. 1 

The number with no 
strong opinion has shrunk 
to just 2 percent. 

The poll challenges fash- 
ionable media myths about 
Le Pen’s basis of support. 

The British media ped- 
dles the notion that the Na- 
tional Front’s main support- 
ers are workers. 

Last week’s poll shows 
Le Pen has a classic fascist 


basis of support. 

Le Pen’s biggest support- 
ers are small shopkeepers 
and traders~with 36 percent 
backing his ideas. 

Next come the police 
with 34 percent, the unem- 
ployed with 29 percent and 
military personnel with 28 
percent. 


Backbone 


Some 18 percent of 
manual workers back Le 
Pen’s ideas, worryingly 
high but way below most 
groups. 

And among public sector 
workers, the backbone of 
December’s revolt, Le Pen’s 
ideas command just 6 per- 
cent support. 

The racism of France’s 
Tory government makes it 
easier for Le Pen. In the last 
few weeks the government 
has brutally deported scores 
of Africans. 

But there are also more 
encouraging developments. 

Marseilles public trans- 
port workers, who won a 
victory in January, have 
been out on strike again and 
look to have another victory 
within their grasp. 

Some 1,700 workers at 
the factory where French 
banknotes are printed have 
been on strike over job 
losses, with some occupy- 
ing the factory last week 
and kidnapping four bosses. 


ture” or any such racist 
myth. 

They are the result of 
150 years of intervention 
by the world’s powers, the 
capitalist market and the 
rich~both locally and inter- 
nationally. 

Liberia was created in 


PALESTINIAN LEADER 
Yasser Arafat was jeered last 
week as hundreds of stu- 
dents from Bir Zeit University 
on the West Bank protested 
against repression. 

Around 450 students from 
the university have been 
jailed in the last month after 
the Israeli and Palestinian au- 
thorities began a massive 
clampdown on the funda- 


1847 by US imperialism 
and populated with 20,000 
freed black slaves. 


Export 


Slave owners themselves 
supported the export of 
“troublesome” blacks 


dents. 


SOUTH KOREA: 
Mass protest 


at killing of 
student 


AS MANY as 10,000 stu- 


mentalist Hamas movement. 

The protest follows a vi- 
cious attack by club wielding 
Palestinian police who 
sprayed tear gas and fired 
into the air to break up a 
press conference at Najah 
University, Nablus, following 
the arrest of dozens of stu- 


Arafat has since sacked the 
Nablus police chief, but this 


“back to Africa”. 

The freed slaves were to- 
tally dependent on US 
capitalism and Liberia es- 
sentially became a private 
colony of US rubber firms. 

In 1926 Firestone and 
Goodyear were granted a 
99-year lease to one fifth of 


ilis apart 


the country, and all the best 
land. 


Prospered 


The giant corporations 
used the descendants of the 
freed slaves to police local 
workers. 


E 
Palestinian riot police and 
(inset) Yasser; Arafat 


long. 


is unlikely to detuse anger for 


The Israeli and Palestinian 
authorities have arrested al- 
most 1.000 people in the 
month since the last Pales- 
tinian suicide bomb attack. 

“Many detainees are being 
tortured and abused during 


interrogations, "according to 


sponse to two border incursions 


dents protested against the 
South Korean government 
last Saturday. 

The demonstration followed the 
death of a student, Roh Soo Sok, 
on a previous anti-government 
march. 

The students were demanding 
that South Korean president Kim 
Young Sam apologise for Roh Soo 
Sok’s death and launch a full 
inquiry. 

The protests came as South Ko- 
rea and the US put more than half 
a million troops on alert in re- 


by 200 North Korean troops. 


Sinternational Socialist mem- 
ber Il-bung Choi, imprisoned for 
18 months for socialist activi- 
ties, is due to be released on 
18 April. 


But another member of the IS 
has another six months of his 
two year sentence to serve. 


@For more information contact: 
Committee to Defend South Ko- 
rean socialists, c/o 265 Seven 
Sisters Rd, London N4 or 
phone Judy on 0171 538 5821. 


Israeli human rights group 
B'Tselem. 


Liberia's rich prospered 
and also registered the larg- 
est tanker fleet in the world 
due to slack tax and safety 
regulations. 

Successive regimes were 
increasingly corrupt and 
the country was close te 
bankruptcy by 1980. 

Then the US’s rulers 
backed an army coup led 
by Samuel Doe. 

To entrench his regime 
Doe used ever more bitte! 
repression and stirred up 
ethnic hatreds. 

Doe was murdered in 
1990, setting off a civil war 
between at least six armed 
groups, none of which was 
any better than the others. 

The bordering coun- 
tries —Guinea, Ivory Coast 
and Sierra Leone~backed a 
group each and the US alse 
invited the murderous Ni- 
gerian regime to send in i 
“peacekeeping force”. 


Controls 


The West, and the Ivory 
Coast's rulers, have thrown 
their weight behind war- 
lord Charles ‘Poylor. 

He controls the region: 
with the richest mineral 
wealth, 

A succession of “peace 
treaties” have collapsec 
with the West and Nigerii 
allowing Taylor to attach 
his opponents. 

Another warlord. 
Roosevelt Johnson, has 
won support by denounce: 
ing outside intervention 
But he has also encouragec 
massacres and ethnic ri- 
valry. 

Capitalism has almos 
destroyed Liberia. 

The only hope is that or. 
dinary people will come to: 
gether against the warlord: 
and the rich. 


Nazis trample 


on Auschwitz 


SOCIALISTS IN Poland 
were horrified when 
they found out that 80 
Nazi skinheads 
marched through 
Auschwitz, the site of 
the Nazi death camp, 
last Saturday. 

Over one million Euro- 
pean Jews were murdered 
at the camp during the Sec- 
ond World War. 


Thugs 


Nazi thugs wielding clubs 
and chanting anti-Semitic 
slogans pushed around Jew- 
ish students from Vienna 
who were visiting the camp. 

But the Nazis still only 
represent a small minority 
in Poland. 


Their leader could not get 


enough signatures to stand 
in last year’s elections. 

“The Nazi demonstration 
came as a shock,” a Polish 
socialist told Socialist 
Worker. 

“Only two days before 
300 anti-Nazis marched 
through Warsaw. No one 
knew about the Nazis’ 
plans. If we had, we would 
have organised a counter 
demonstration. 

“In November last year, 
on the anniversary of 
Kristallnacht, over 1,000 
people joined an anti-fascist 
demonstration through 
Warsaw. 

“And over 200 people 
joined a picket of a fascist 
mecting at Warsaw Univer- 
sity last year. We stopped 
the mecting and forced the 
Nazis to scuttle away.” 
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Facts on 
Deadly Disease 


BSE IS a brain disease affect- 
ing cows. it was first found in 
animals in Britain in 1985. 


pr 


“The Government has been deliberately risking the health 
of the population for a decade.” 

So said Professor Richard Lacey who was one of the top 
three British scientists who warned about B.S.E. almost a 


mented and finally die. 


Cows normally eat grass and 
other vegetation. In the 1970s the 
British cattle industry worked out 
it could increase profits if it fed 
cone processed animal protein in- 
stead. 


cows, changing in the process to 
become BSE. 


Because of lack of research no 


lower temperatures to be used in 
the processing of the sheep car- 
casses. 


BSE had been shown to jump to 
other species-such as mice, cats, 


ears. 
' CJD, Creutzfeldt-Jakob Disease, 
is the human equivalent of BSE. 

It attacks the brain, first causing 
forgetfulness, confusion and de- 
pression and then muscle wasting, 
blindness and death. 

Scientists began to suspect a 
new strain of the disease after an 
18 year old British youth was di- 
agnosed with the disease. This was 
only the fifth diagnosed case ever 
affecting someone under 30. 

Then ten more cases of people 
with an average age of 27 dying 
from CJD were discovered in re- 
cent months. It is this discovery 
which has led to the new scare. 

No one is sure what causes BSE 
or CJD, or which cattle products 
are dangerous to eat. 

What is sure is that both the 
profit chasing beef barons and the 
governemnt have been prepared to 
risk the health and the lives of mil- 
lions of people rather than find out 
and take action. 


decade ago. 


Instead of heeding the warning the Tory government dubbed him 


“Loony Lacey” and “politically suspect”. i ; 
Like all governments, they were much more interested in the prof- 
its of the huge agri-business than in human health. 


Even today the media in Ireland and 
Britain show sad tales of distressed and 
ruined farmers while the politicians cla- 
mour for more subsidies to help them out. 

They never show the victims of CJD- a 
terrible brain disease which affects human 
that may now be linked with BSE -- who 
have lost loved ones as a result of the drive 
for profits. 

B.S.E is a direct result of the Thatcherite 
policy of deregulation and cutting costs. 

In early 1980s, the British government 
received clear warnings from a royal 
commisson of the dangers of feeding cows 
on processed dead sheep. 


Treated 


The Commission warned that feeding 
inadequately treated proteins to cattle in- 
volved “the risk of transmitting disease 
bearing pathogens to humans” 

But Thatcher ditched the planned regu- 
lations controling the practice. 

They said then that “in the current eco- 
nomic climate” any controls should be lett 
to industry. 

They even removed the regulations 
which governed the minimum level of tem- 
perature that animal feed had to be heated 
to. 

To cut costs the British agri-industry 
kept the temperatures unusually low — 
sometimes even less than 100 degrees 
Celsius which is needed to kill bacteria. 

Six years ago the farmer and Conserva- 
tive MP. Sir Richard Body told the truth 
when he wrote, 

“ The current problem of mad cow dis- 
ease came about only because the Minis- 
try of Agriculture agreed that the great 
companies that control the feed compound 
industry should be allowed to use the 
brains of sheep to feed cattle.” 


Truth 


But once the truth began to leak out the 
British government set out to lie deliber- 
ately in order to protect their friends in big 
business. 

O They said that BSE could not move 
from mother to calf. When the tests proved 
otherwise, they said the tests were flawed. 

QO They said that BSE could not jump 
species. Yet by March 1996, 18 different 
species were infected. 

Q-When scientists like Richard Lacey 
and Harash Narang spoke out, they with- 
drew funding for their research. 

The only reason why Britain has more 
BSE in its cattle today than Ireland is that 
has a more intensive form of capitalist 
farming than Ireland. 

B.S.E. is the direct result of the greed 
of the big farmers and the food compa- 
nies. 

It is the culminationof a series of scan- 
dals over food that has grown from the 
insane drive for profit. 

In recent years there has been a series 


Think of profit 


“Think about the economy - 
think about the EEC” 

That's what grandmother of 
BSE victim Vicky Rimmer 
says she was told by a spe- 
cialist from the British gov- 


enmont funded surveilence 
unit. 

“I knew that they had some- 
thing to hide” says Beryl 
Rimmer. “ It made me deter- 
mined to find out how Vicky 
got the Disease and to try 
and get the governmeni to 
admit people could get Mad 
Cow Disease.” 


of food scandals— from salmonella in 
eggs and chickens, listeria in cook-chill 
foods, the coloured coating on sweets like 
Smarties which is linked to hyper activity. 
to food additives Which could be linked to 
cancer, 

All of this happens because the huge 
food companies decide what we eat and 
how itis processed. 

And they were never interested in health 
— only their own greed, 


SOME people are saying 
that BSE is the price we 
have paid for cheap food. 

For example Georgina 
O'Sullivan, Home Marketing man- 
ager of An Bord Bia declared: 

“Quality has to be paid for. You 
can't have cheap, cheap, cheap... 

_ ‘What do you think you are get- 
ting if you buy six burgers for 90p.” 

It is a lie that lets the perpetra- 
tors of the BSE scandal off the 
hook, and it is a lie based on a 
myth. 

We eat adulterated food, but 
we have expensive, NOT cheap 
food. 

The European Union's Common 
Agricultural Policy (CAP) has put 
£28 a week on the food bill of the 
average family. 

While we pay too much, money 
flows into the coffers of the cattle 


industry. 

The London Times reported last 
month that “Europe's beef and ce- 
real farmers have been overcom- 
pensated by tax-payers to the tune 
of £10 billion over three years.” 

This was before the re-introduc- 
tion of intervention and 70 per cent 
compensation for culled beef. 

The market system and the CAP 
have succeeded in getting farm- 
ers to produce ever higher yields, 
while millions of tons of excess 
production are destroyed or put 
into storage to keep prices up. 

The result is we suffer rotten and 
expensive food that causes dis- 
ease while millions starve in the 
Third World. 

This madness is not caused by 
modern farming methods. 

It is caused by capitalism which 
causes the mis-application of mod- 
ern farming methods. 


EE ee 


PROFIT, NOT cheap food is to blame for BSE 


‘Cheap food’ | 
drive a myth 


5 e 


on Iris 


The Irish government's Fespo, 
disgusting. They have ignoreg 
ple may die and worried Only : 
dustry. 

Their logic has been that ‘Eng. 
land's difficulty is Ireland's oppor. 
tunity’. 

One Labour TD, Pat Upton, Says 
that the government should “export 
the view that Ireland produce. 
healthy, clean products sutitable fo, 
European consumers preoccuplag 
with environment and health.’ 

But the claim that Irish beet jg 
100% safe is a lie. How could any. 
one trust beef barons like the 
Goodman Company who have en. 
gaged in fraud on a massive Soale> 

The Irish beef industry ha> ay. 
ready been shown to have Sol roy. 
ten beef into intervention. Mesa 
companies have always bee" Wili. 
ing to lie through their teeth t0 Pre. 
serve their profits. 

While Irish beet is not as danger. 
| ous as British beef, the facts Ow 
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What do 


df putting 
re health 


t trust them 
sh Beef 


response to the BSE crisis has been 
ef ignored the fact that thousands of peo- 
only about the profits of the beef in- 


that there is a real cause for concern. 

Q Irish herds have shown the third 
highest incidence of BSE in Europe. 
There are 123 cases of BSE in Irish 
cattle— but there are only 4 in Ger- 
many where there are much bigger 
cattle herds. 

Q The Irish government claims to 
have reacted better than the British 
Tories by ordering the slaughter of 
herds in 1989 where BSE was found 
to have infected one animal. 

Yet only the infected animal was de- 
stroyed — the rest of the herd entered 
the food chain. 

Despite the fact that taxpayers sub- 
sidised the farmers to the tune of £12 
million, the beef industry was still al- 
lowed to sell off the slaughtered meat. 

OThe Irish beef industry takes meat 
from Northern treland where BSE 
rates are far higher. 


The Irish authorities have always 
turned a blind eye to smuggling be- 
tween the North and South. 

The Northern Ireland Livestock 
and Meat Commission Report for 
this year highlighted 

“the still low number of 
slaughterings which suggests a 
continuing illegal exodus of cattle to 
the Republic” 

O As late as 1993, Ireland im- 
ported £8 million of animals feed, in- 
cluding “offals unfit for human con- 
sumption.” It is believed that these 
animal foodstuffs which sometimes 
contain infected meat can be the 
source of B.S.E. 

The Irish government is trying to 
hide these facts because it is des- 
aa to boost the profits of the £1.5 

illion beef industry. 

Just like the Tories it is claiming 
that people are victims of ‘hysteria’. 
But if you are concerned about 
health and lives and not profit there 
is a real cause for concern. 


Brain 
Disease 
in Ireland 


The Central Statistics Office put 
the number of deaths from 
Creutzfeldt-Jacob disease (CJD) 
in Ireland at 12 since 1986. 

But some doctors believe that the 
figures are a serious under-represen- 
tation. It is a complex disease that 
manifests symtoms that are similar to 
Alzheimers or other brain degenera- 
tive disorders. 

The Alzheimer society President, 
Michael Coote said recently that. “a lot 
of people who have died from pneu- 
monia or other causes while believed 
to be suffering from Alzheimers. may 
have died from CJD" 

The scandal is that the Department 
of Health has not made CJD a notifi- 
able disease. 


Who looks 
after food 
safety? 


The number of vets and in- 
spectors employed by the De- 
partment of Agriculture to 
regulate the food industry has 
been cut by one third since the 
mid 1980s. 


The farming lobby demanded the cuts 
so they could grab more subsidies from 
the savings. 

The monitoring of health and safety 
standards in Irish food is the responsibil- 
ity of An Bord Bia. 

It should be common sense for public 
health officials to have a central role. 


But the reality is that is stacked with 


vested interests who are more interested 
in profit than health. 


Among the Board’s 13 directors are: 


WThe Presidents of the two main farm- 
ing organisations, the Irish Farmers As- 
sociation and the Irish Creamery Milk 
Suppliers Association. 


The Chairman of the Kerry Group, 
which has links with the 


Directors of Lakeshore Foods, Irish 
Dairy Boards and Waterford Foods. 


First through the door at a meeting 
held by Bord Bia to discuss their reac- 
tion to news about the links between BSE 
and CJD was one Larry Goodman. 


With monitors like this, who can feel 
really safe? 


THE THIRD part 
of Socialist 
Worker’s look at 
the Communist 
Manifesto. 


MARX AND En- 
gels did not in- 
vent the idea of 
socialism or 
communism, 
but they were 
the first to map 
out a viable 
strategy for 
fighting for it. 
Prior to the publi- 
cation of the Com- 
munist Manifesto in 
1848 there were two 
rival schools of so- 
cralist thought 
The first was con- 
spiratorial in its ap- 
proach. The idea 
was that a select 
group of dedicated 
revolutionaries 
should stage a coup 
and seize power. 
Having set up a 
revolutionary gov- 
emment the new rul- 
ers would then es- 
tablish socialism by 
decree from above 
The second, 
known as the Uto- 
pian Socialists, fa- 
voured propaganda 
and reasoned argu- 
ment 


Convincing 


They believed 
that, if they could 
produce convincing 
proof that socialism 
could be a better 
form of society than 
capitalism, they 
would eventually win 
over the majority in- 
cluding the middle 
and upper classes. 

In the Communist 
Manifesto Marx and 
Engels rejected both 
these strategies. 

They argued in- 
stead for socialism 
from below-fought 
for and established 
by the mass of work- 
ers themselves. 

But if the working 
class as a whole 
creates socialism, 
what is the role of 
politically conscious 
socialists, who most 
of the time are only 
a minority of the 
class? 

This question is 
dealt with in the sec- 
tion of the manifesto 
entitled “Proletar- 
ians and Commu- 
nists”. 

Here Marx sets 
out the fundamental 

rinciple that social- 
ists “have no interest 
separate and apart 


from those of the 
proletariat as a 
whole”. 

Socialists must 
start by taking the 
working class move- 
ment as it is-not as 
they think it ought to 
be and participating 
in all its actual strug- 
gles 

In those struggles 
socialists must be 
“the most advanced 
and resolute sec 
tion-that section that 
pushes forward all 
others”. 


Submerge 


But this doesn't 
mean that socialists 
simply submerge 
themselves in eco- 
nomic and trade un- 
ion struggles. y 

Socialists retain 
the distinction that. 
firstly, they are inter- 
nationalist: “Bring to 
the front the com- 
mon interest of the 
entire proletariat in- 
dependent of na- 
tionality”. 

Secondly, in all 
the stages of the 
struggle they always 
‘represent the inter- 
ests of the move- 
ment as a whole”. 

Thus socialists 
combine economic 
and political strug- 
gle. 

They pursue all 
the immediate de- 
mands of workers 
over pay and condi- 
tions. 

At the same time 
they work to raise 
the political con- 
sciousness of the 
working class and 
focus its struggle on 
the ultimate aim — 
the abolition of capi- 
talism. 

Or, as Marx puts it 
in the final section of 
the manifesto: 

“The Communists 
fight for the attain- 
ment of the immedi- 
ate aims, for en- 
forcement of the mo- 
mentary interests of 
the working class; 
but in the movement 
of the present they 
also represent and 
take care of the fu- 
ture of that move- 
ment.” 


Today 


All of this still ap- 
plies today. The ap- 
proaches rejected 
by Marx and Engels 
are still around. 

On the one hand 
groups appear from 
time to time, like the 
Angry Brigade in the 


— JOHN MOLYNEUX 


The strategy 
for socialism 


1970s. who believe 
they can act on be- 
half of the working 
class. 

They think they 
can start the revolu- 
tion with a few 
bombs. 

They achieve 
nothing except the 
alienation of the 
working class and 
the strengthening of 
state repression. 

On the other hand 
there are intellectu- 
als, mostly concen- 
trated in the univer- 
sities, who devote 
themselves to writ- 
ing books criticising 
the system but will 
have nothing to do 
with the actual work- 
ers’ movement 

What didn't exist 
in 1848 but domi- 
nates the scene to- 
day is the parlia- 
mentary reformism 
of the Labour Party. 
However, this com- 
bines the defects at- 
tacked by Marx. 

Like the early con- 
spirators the Labour 
leaders say to the 
working class, 
“Leave it all to us. 
We will change so- 
ciety on your behalf.” 


Class 


Like the Utopian 
Socialists they try to 
win the ruling class 
over. They are pow- 
erless in the face of 
that class's inevita- 
ble resistance to any 
real change. 

To this now famil- 
iar mixture Blair has 
added outright op- 
position to any 
struggle from below, 
and appeals to big 
business by not 
even hinting at any- 
thing that might pos- 
sibly offend it. 

In contrast genu- 
ine socialists work to 
build a socialist cur- 
rent and a revolu- 
tionary socialist 
party inside the rank 
and file of the work- 
ers’ movement. 

We work to over- 
come the splits be- 
tween economic 
and political strug- 
gles. We energeti- 
cally support all 
workers’ struggles 
against the attacks 
of the bosses and 
the Tories and show 
how these struggles 
are also in opposi- 
tion to the sell outs 
of Blair. 

In all this we take 
our cue from the 
manifesto and the | 
ideas of Marx. 


THIS YEAR sees the two hun- 
dredth anniversary of the 
Conspiracy of the Equals 
headed by Frenchman 
Gracchus Babeuf. 

This was the first attempt 
in history to form an organi- 
sation dedicated to the strug- 
gle for a socialist society. 


HE GREAT 18th century 

French Revolution 

swept away the old feu- 
dal society which had domi- 
nated Europe for centuries. 

In its place it established the rule 
of the class known as the bourgeoi- 
sie, the precursor of today’s capital- 
ists. 

As these new rulers established their 
hold, many ordinary people who had 
fought to drive the revolution forward 
became increasingly bitter. 

Some began to look to another revo- 
lution, one which would bring a far more 
radical democratic society. 

In the winter of 1796 Gracchus Babeuf 
launched an organisation committed to 
fighting for such a new world, 

Babeuf was born in 1760, as he put it 
himself, “in the mud” of Picardy, north- 
east of Paris. 

He came from a humble background. 

He found employment as a clerk work- 
ing in the complex feudal lega! system. 

‘This was the time of his political 
awakening. 

“It was in the dust of the aristocratic 
archives that I discovered the terrible se- 
crets of the usurpations by the noble 
caste. 

“T could not fail to know how the ma- 
jority of large estates were formed and 
came into the hands of those who pos- 
sess them. 

The most ancient titles are almost all 
nothing but the ratification of enormous 
inequalities and vicious robberies." When 
the revolution erupted in 1789 Babeuf 
welcomed it. ’ 

In 1793, at the revolution’s high point, 
he was forced to flee to Paris. 

He was swept up in the heady events 
of the time. ` 

He thought this revolution was going 
to Transform the world and establish a 
genuinely equal society. i 

The mass of ordinary people, domi- 
nated by small traders, artisans and shop- 
keepers and including a small but signifi- 
cant layer of workers, were known as the 
sans culottes—after the way they dressed. 

Babeuf wrote, “The sans culottes want 
to be happy, and I don’t think it is im- 
possible that within a year if we carry 
out our measures aright we shall succeed 
in ensuring general happiness on earth.” 


UT BY the summer of 

1794 things looked 

very different. The bulk 
of the new ruling class had 
turned against the Jacobins, 
the radical force that had led 
the revolution to victory. 

The Jacobin leaders, such as 
Maximilien Robespierre, were ex- 
ecuted. 

The majority of the new ruling class 
wanted the upheaval to go no further so 
they could stabilise their rule. 

The bourgeoisie, who now flaunted 
their wealth, had succeeded against the 


' 


abeuf’s Conspiracy of Equals 


cracy an 
t for a futur 


14 July 1789 the Citizens Militia stormed the hated Bastille. Babeuf welcomed the 


revolution and the fall of the feudal order 


old feudal rulers. 

Babeuf, in common with more and 
more ordinary people, grew angry. 

“If you want civil war, you can have 
it!” he warned the new rulers. 

When he was attacked for wanting 
conflict he retorted, “As if we didn’t have 
it already! “As if the war of the rich 
against the poor was not the cruelest of 
wars, especially when the former are 
armed to the teeth and the latter are with- 
out defence!” 


OON BABEUF went be- 

yond angry rhetoric to 

beginning to organise, 
above all by publishing his 
revolutionary newspaper The 
Tribune of the People. 

For his pains Babeuf was thrown 
in jail for seven months, but after his 
release in October 1795 he was soon 
publishing and organising again. 

The Tribune of the People was not sim- 
ply a commentator on events, but an or- 
ganiser. 

“The Tribune's duty”, wrote Babeuf “is 
to tell the whole people ceaselessly where 
it is now, what has to be done, what re- 
mains to be done, where it is necessary 
to go, and why.” Babeuf’s supporters 
began to form themselves into an organi- 


sation aimed at putting ideas into prac- 
tice, and early in 1796 Babeuf launched 
the Conspiracy of the Equals. 

“Conspiracy” was often used at the 
time simply to describe any organisation 
at all, and Babeuf himself wrote, “We 
conspired aloud, we give the greatest 
publicity to our conspiracy.” 

At the heart of the organisation was a 
grouping of Babeuf and his closest sup- 
porters. 

Around them were other people wha 
would know some but not all of those 
involved. 

Some secrecy was needed, but Babeuf 
constantly warned against carrying it too 
far. 

He urged organisers in each district, 
“As far as possible you should pass on 
publications in a direct manner. 

Babeuf’s organisation was, however, 
to be short lived. 

In May 1796 he and the key leaders 
were arrested, and after a long drawn out 
trial they were executed the following 
year. 

But Babeuf’s ideas did not die, and one 
of his colleagues, Buonarotti, survived 
and was later to make contact with the 
revolutionary Chartist movement in 19th 
century Britain. 

And in an important sense Babeuf and 
his ideas are at the very root of the so- 
cialist tradition we stand in today. 


by PAUL McGARR 


| J) ABEUF’S IDEAS went 

Tr) far beyond those raised 

in the rest of the French 
Revolution. 

He began to see that class division 
in society was rooted in private prop- 
erty and that true democracy and 
equality were only possible in a so- 
ciety run collectively from below. 

“Misfortunes and slavery derive from 
inequality, and inequality derives from 
property.” 

It would be wrong to see Babeuf as a 
fully rounded socialist in the sense we 
understand today. 

The working class was small and not 
fully formed. 

The very success of the French Revo- 
lution created the conditions for the full 
development of modem capitalism and 
with it the power of the working class. 

The mass of people were still peasants, 
and in the towns a mixture of workers 
and a larger number of small independ- 
ent traders and artisans. 

Babeuf’s ideas reflected this social re- 
ality, looking to many ideas from the 
Jacobins. 

The “communal management” he 
looked to still in part rested on an 
economy dominated by small producers. 

Nevertheless he did begin to look to’ 


MAXIMILIEN ROBESPIERRE 


quite different notions which would be 
developed afterwards into the socialist, 
arguments and ideas we still fight for to- 
day. 

He argued it was necessary to “estab- 
lish the communal management of prop- 
erty, to place cach man in the craft for 
which his natural abilities fit him, to com- 
pel him to deposit the fruits of his labours 
in a common warehouse.” 

Babeuf argued there should be set up 
a simple method of distributing com- 
modities in which a record would be kept 
of all goods and the Jatter would be shared 
out with scrupulous exactitude,” 

And, he noted, “a people who had no 
property would have no need of the large 
number of laws which the societies of 
Europe groan under.” 

Babeuf also saw the fight for women’s 
liberation as part of the fight for the lib- 
eration of all. 

“Woman is worth as least as much as 
man”, he wrote, and, “True civilisation 
will destroy the servitude of woman; it 
will proclaim her emancipation.” 

Above all he had utter contempt for 
those who argued that the mass of peo- 
ple were incapable of running society and 
“would make us believe that we cannot 
do anything by ourselves, and that we 
always need rulers with us. 

“Rulers only make revolutions in or- 
der to go on ruling. 

At last we want to make onc to ensure 
for ever the happiness of the people by 
true democracy.” 

And he insisted, in words which ring, 
as relevantly today as when he wrote 
them, “The French Revolution is only 
the forerunner of another revolution. 
much greater and impressive revolution, 
which will he the last." 
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meets the eye. 


Recent events in Blue- 
bell have shown how fed up 
the residents are with the in- 
filtration of opportunistic 
capitalists in their area. 

Bluebell is a small work- 
ing class housing estate that 
lies between Ballyfermot 
and the Naas dual carriage- 
way. Bluebell has always 
had a shared identity - and 
this somewhat tenuous I 
add - as a residential estate 
and an industrial one. 

But for too many years 
now, Bluebell’s residents 
have witnessed the steady 
growth of industrial sites 
crowd their living space. 

This growth has been oc- 
curring with so much regu- 
larity that the building of 
factories is more akin to an 
invasion than to an accept- 
able ‘accommodation’ be- 
tween these two identities. 

If this phenomenon con- 
tinues, the houses of Blue- 
bell will not be seen for the 
factories. All of this occurs 
because there is no reason- 
able balance to be found in 
the actions of an eager capi- 
talist. 


Oportunism 


The latest attack of capi- 
talist opportunism has been 
targeted at a 19th century 
house which stands at the 
corner of Bluebell Avenue/ 
Naas Road. 5 j 

This house, “Naisetra , 
is apparently the ideal site 
for a new fast food outlet: 
“Burger King”. Total op- 
position and objections to 
the above application have 
been made. These objec- 
tions are as follows: : 

© That the loss of this 
building would be a total 
disregard for the local her- 
itage of Bluebell. 

O That the property has 
on its grounds an artesian 
well, which Brian Boru has 
been documented as visit- 
ing on his way to the Battle 
of Clontarf. 

O That the area repre- 
sents one of the few green 
spaces in Bluebell: Any al- 
teration would scar the al- 
ready scarred landscape of 
Bluebell. ae 

QNaisetra (‘artesian 
spelt backwards) provides 
ahaven for unusual vegeta- 
tion and wildlife - in par- 
ticular, breeding owls and 


bats. J 
All of these inhabit the 
ancient vegetation and trees 


for themselves at the next election It is 
Supposed to be a ‘safe issue’ where you 
can make a noise, but not rock the boat. 
But here EITHNE HOGAN argues that 
there is more going on than sometimes 


comment 


found on the property. 

If this proposal for a 
burger outlet were to go 
ahead, this obvious beauty 
would be lost forever. En- 
vironmental, nature, and 
historical groups believe 
that this property is of huge 
significance. 

Moreover this action 
would reinforce Bluebell as 
an industrial estate rather 
than a place where people 
live. The residents of Blue- 
bell would have to endure 
the resulting disturbance 
which this action would in- 
evitably cause. Many of 
the residents, in close prox- 
imity to Naisetra, are eld- 
erly and incapacitated. 


Beyond 


However, residents also 
need to look beyond the 
cultural and historical loss, 
should such an event take 
place. 

Not only are fast food 
outlets like Burger King 
unsightly and garish. They 
are built and run for profit 
not need. 

McDonalds on the 
Kylemore Road, is at least 
five minutes walking dis- 
tance away from this pro- 
posed site. Do the people 
of Bluebell, and of the sur- 
rounding arcas really need 
another burger joint? 

What about job creation, 
I hear? This is the battle cry 
of every aspiring capitalist 
in Ircland. 

It is almost as if they use 
the high levels of unem- 
ployment to hold workers 
hostage -- to blackmail 
them to achieve anything 
they wish. 

As it is already known, 
the capitalists who own 
these outlets are the biggest 
exploiters of labour - youth 
labour in particular. 

In return for awkward 
hours and long shifts, these 
capitalists expect our youth 
to accept a measly wage - 4 
wage which is never gar- 
nished and always tasteless. 

Not only do the residents 
of Bluebell not need an- 
other burger joint, they do 
not need to be exploited by 
one. 

No more profit above 
people. Fight back. 

Its about time that some- 
one considered our needs - 
not their ‘over dressed’ 
wallets. 


BY KEVIN OVENDEN 


FUHRER-EX is a 
book of memoirs by 
Ingo Hasselbach, a 
former member of 
today’s Nazis in 
Germany. 

It charts his journey from 
disaffected youth in the 
former East Germany 
through involvement in the 
Nazi underground to his 
eventual break from the far 
right. 

Along the way he reveals 
some of the reasons for the 
growth of the Nazis in the 
early 1990s. Hasselbach was 
born in East Germany. His 
father was an ardent sup- 
porter of the self proclaimed 
“anti-fascist socialist” state. 

The first part of the book 
exposes the reality behind 
the East German official 
rhetoric, 

It paints a picture of a so- 
ciety as corrupt and alienat- 
ing as any in the West, where 
the privileges of state bu- 
reaucrats set them apart from 
the bulk of the population. 

As young people rebelled 
against the state whose offi- 
cial ideology was “Marxism- 
Leninism”, they looked to a 
wide variety of confused 
ideas. There was a hippy 
scene, a punk scene and a 
skinhead scene in East Ber- 
lin. 


Rage 


Reviewed by 


KEVIN WINGFIELD 


OTHELLO is a Mo- 
roccan mercenary 
general fighting for 
17 century city state 
of Venice against the 


Turkish empire. 

He passionately toves 
Desdemona, but her wealthy 
fatheris enraged by her elope- 
ment with this outsider. 

Roderigo — who had 
hoped to marry Desdemona 
— is beside himself with an- 
ger and despair. 

lago — Othello’s right- 
hand man for more than a dec- 
ade is embittered that Othello 
makes Cassio his second in 
command and not him. 


Poison 


Tago sets out to poison Oth- 
ello’s heart with jealousy by 
making him think that 
Desdemona is two-timing 
him, and manipulates Cassio 
and Roderigo into serving this 
purpose. 

Oliver Parker’s film adap- 
tation of Shakespeare's play 
rescues it from the boredom 
and irrelevance of dusty thea- 


Hasselbach describes how 
he first began to look to Nazi 
images 

“We sprayed a capital A 
with a cirele around it: the 
symbol of anarchism. After 
afew weeks we began spray- 
ing swastikas, We knew it 
was the most forbidden of all 
symbols.” 

In 198% Hasselbach and 
six friends formed the 
“Movement of the 30th of 
January” named after the 
date when Hitler seized 
power in 1933, But this bi- 
zarre right wing “brother- 
hoad” did not grow into a 


er.) 
Laurence 
tre productions and dry Leay- 
ing Cert courses. 

In a beautifully photo- 
graphed and well acted film 
the intrigue and passion are 
movingly made alive. 

Shakespeare's play and 
now the film have provoked 
negative crilicism to the effect 
that it is racist for portraying 
Othello as a man consumed 
by passion and sexual jeal- 
ousy. 

This seems to fit too well 
with the racist stereotype of 
black men supposedly having 
exaggerated sexual urges and 
uncontrollable passions. 

Nothing like this was in 
Shakespeare’s mind. Racism 
is a creation of capitalism. Al- 
though the Greek and Roman 
empires took slaves this was 
not on a racial basis. Indeed it 
is almost certain they had 
black emperors. 

When the play was written 
(1603) capitalism and with it 
modem slavery was really just 
getting under way and with it 


Passion, jealousy 


serious ideologically com- 
mitted Nazi organisation 
until after the Berlin Wall 
came down in 1989. 
Disappointment followed 
the ecstatic hopes of Ger- 
man unification in 1990. 


Depressed 


People had believed the 
politicians who claimed the 
market would bring instan- 
tancaus prosperity. Instead 
living standards remained 
depressed and unemploy 
ment soared. This provided 
fertile ground for Nazis. The 
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Fishburne in Othello 


the ideas to justify it. 

While the thinkers of 
emerging capitalist class were 
proclaiming the rights of man. 
and the equality of all before 
the Jaw, they had to justify 
their taking of African slaves 
for profit. They invented the 
“theory” that blacks are infe- 
rior. 


Resentments 


Tago tries to use racist ideas 
to huild the resentments 
against Othello, but what is 
striking is how commonplace 
it would have been in Venice 
of the time for noble families 
to include blacks and not no- 
tice anything unusual. 

This is one of the few ver- 
sions of Othello to star a black 
actor (Laurence Fishbume), 
many in the past employed 
burnt cork to make a white 
actor’s face black.Othello is 
not primarily political but in- 
stead a tragedy of sexual jeal- 
ousy. Highly recommended. 


r Inside account 
iptothe of a Nazi today 


SOCIALIST WORKER PAGE HiNE 


OVER 20,000 peoplE in Germany marched against racism and the Nazis in 1992 


book shows clearly that he- 
hind the amateurish street 
gangs stood a sophisticated 
organisation funded by a 
handful of wealthy business 
men who dreamed of build 
ing a fourth German Reich. 
h documents the extreme 
violence meted out against 
the left and immigrants 
Heseclbach says it was this 
violence parteulitly the 
murder of n “Turkish family 
in the Solligen region which 
repelled him. 
He describes how he de 
) Jing Nazi tiputes 
J received death threats 


p 


ir ferner tssegtialeš. 
baak his conversion 
hoce mplete when he 


cmp 


is publicly embraced by 
lgenatz Bubis, the leader of 
the Gennan Jewish commu 
nity. 

This book is to he wel- 
comed for its expose of the 
European Nazi network, but 
itis limited. The story is told 
from a Street fighters point 
of view, full of lurid and un- 
necessary detail. 

It tails to show how the 
anti-immigrant policies of 
“respectable” Helmot Kohl 
provided a chimate in which 
more serious Nazis groups 
could win a wider base 

d Furher-Ex, by Ingo 
Hasselbach with Tony 
Reiss, is published by 
Chatto and Windus, £10.99. 


ee] Television | 
Father Ted 


FATHER TED is a Sitcom with a difference. 
It follows the adventures of three priests, 
Fathers Ted, Dougal and Jack, who have all 
been exiled to craggy Island, a barren and 
dessolute island of the coast of Ireland. 


They have been as- 
signed to administer to 
the flock of Craggy Is- 
land because of various 
past misdemeanours. 

We know for example 
that Ted's exile has 
something to do with ar- 
rival in Las Vegas follow- 
ing the disappearance of 
money collected to send 
a boy to Lourdes. 

Ted, played by 
Dermot Morgan, is the 
stable figure of this 
threesome. Fr Dougalis 
the young priest who 
doesn't quite understand 
this religion thing. Fr. 
Jack is an alcoholic 
whose favourite words 
are “drink” and “giris”. 

They are joined by 
their housekeeper Mrs 
Doyle, a maniacal tea 
and Sandwich maker 
who when it comes to 
refreshments, won't take 
no for an answer. 

There is a very sharp 
political edge to their hu- 
mour. It is totally uncom- 
promising in the attitude 
it takes to the Catholic 
church. 


Fr Ted in one of his 
priestly speeches to 
penne Fr Dougal tells 

im: 

“The church has no 
place for bad apples like 
the bishop of Galway, 
that fella who was living 
with his housekeeper for 
fourteen years or the 
friend of Fr Biggley who 
was selling arms to Iraq” 


Patient 


Ted is patient with 
Dougals questions. 
When Dougal says: 

“I've heard about 
these mad religious 
cults, where everyone 
dresses in black and tell- 
ing us all that the lord is 
going to come back and 
judge us” 

Ted replies “No. 
Dougal that’s us ,thals 
catholicism you are talk- 
ing about” 

Fr Ted is sharp, cutting 
and funny. Itis unbeliev- 
able that RTE turned it 
down. On second 
thoughts, though maybe 
not. 
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Union leaders urge pay 
Cuts for young nurses 


send in your reports telephone: (01) 872 2682, fax: (01) 872 3838 


ANGER IS growing 
among nurses at the 
deal which the three 
unions are propos- 
Ing. 

After an incredible 99% 
ballot to reject the original of- 
fer by management, the lead- 
ers of the Nursing Alliance are 
trying to rush through a deal 
which grossly discriminates 
against younger workers. 

The deal would represent 
an endorsement by the unions 
of ‘yellow pack’ grades. 


ing point now. 
“Itis a disgrace that unions 
should be advocating a pay 


cut for some of their lowest 
paid members, 


“Student nurses were more 


than willing to come out on 
strike, 

“They would not have bro- 
ken picket lines to help man- 
agement. 

“Is this the thanks they get 


WILL STUDENT 
NURSES HAVE A VOTE? 


“STUDENTS are not allowed to vote for strike 
because the union wishes to protect them and 
their courses from suspension. 


from the union leaders?” one 
psychiatric nurse told Social- 
ist Worker. 

Most of the pay increases go 
to staff nurses at the top end of 
the pay scale. 


Increase 


But even here, the union 
leaders are trying to exagger- 
ate the size of the pay increase 
by producing pay scales 
which already include the 
rises granted under the Pro- 
gramme for Competitiveness 


Nor have they spelt out the 
type of productivity conces- 
sions that nurses will have to 
give to get these small pay in- 
creases. 

These concessions include: 
WAnnualised hours. 

This is where the manage- 
ment get the flexibility to ros- 
ter people for weekend work, 
without paying extra bonus or 
overtime. 

Bull flexibility. 

Management will be able 
to deploy nurses between dif- 
ferent wards and departments 


SOCIALIST WORKER PAGE ELEVEN 


They want to be able to use 
the roster as they see fit—no 
matter what the consequences 
are for unsocial hours for the 
staff. 

MStaff Appaisal. 

Management are given the 
right to subject nurses to regu- 
lar inspections. 

If nurses have been quali- 
fied to look after the sick, they 
do not need more levels of 
SUSS. 

No productivity claims for 
new technology 

Nursing is changing and 


ate the more sophisticated lev 
els of medical technology. 

But under this deal, nurses 
will be precluded from claim- 
ing extra productivity in- 
creases in the future. 

“We are being sold a pig 
in a poke, Many nurses who 
have started to become aware 
of the importance of the un- 
ion will be bitterly disap- 
pointed. 

“We should follow the sec- 
ondary teachers and give this 
a big thumbs down” , one statt 
nurse said 


A strike would interfere with their studies and #174 Work. at will. more skill is required to oper- 
Grades Gnegaing assessment.” 
Under the new deal, salaries This is what one chairperson of a PNA branch 


said about students nurses who are asking have 
they a right to ballot on the offer. 

Union executives have no right to deny stu- 
dent nurses who are fully paid up members of 
the PNA a right to ballot on a offer that would 


of first year qualified nurses are 
to be cut by £1,000. 

__ Two new grades are to be 
introduced and even second 
year nurses will find their pay 


Airmotive workers 


£500 below their original start- 


see their starting pay cut. 


Solidarity is key to 


Early Learning strike 
| . O 


SEVEN Cork shop workers have been on 


strike since December 6th in an effort to 
win union recognition and a pay increase. 


The Early Learning 
Centre is a shop for chil- 
dren’s playthings and at- 
tempts to pride itself on 
being a caring company. 
But the strike of its Cork 
staff has revealed that the 
company is as ruthless 
and exploitative as any 
other. 

The company pays expe- 
tienced staff £2 an hour less 
than the rate established by 
MANDATE, the shop 
workers union. 

The company went to the 
LRC, but has come away 
without making any new 
offer. 

They have resorted to a 
number of crude tactics to 
try and break the spirit of 
the strikers. 

A bouncer hovers near 
the doorway, taking photo- 
graphs of the picket, calling 
the guards regularly and try- 
ing to take notes of the com- 
ments that the pickets make 
to people approaching the 
shop. 

The company has made 


unofficial approaches to the 
strikers suggesting they re- 
turn to work, but without 
union representation. 


Tactics 


They have spent thou- 
sands of pounds on adver- 
tisements, and their latest 
move is a 20% sale in the 
Cork shop. . 

None of these tactics 
have deterred the strikers 
nor won back lost trade. 

However, with financial 
hardship mounting the un- 
ion needs to find tactics that 
can put more pressure on 
the company. 


For example, the Early 
Learning Centre depends a 
lot on mail orders, and with 
ICTU granting an “all-out” 
picket MANDATE should 
be approaching postal 
workers for blacking. 


Easter Saturday is the last 
day of the sale, and it can 
be anticipated that the com- 
pany will be making a big 
effort to draw people in. 


E Trade Union collections 
are continuing to arrive, 
and are very important to 
the financial and moral 
strength of the strike. 

They.should be sent to the 
Early Learning Strikers clo 
MANDATE, 1 Emmett 
Place, Cork. 


strike for pay rise 


EIGHTY-THREE work- 
ers at Airmotive, an 
Aer Lingus subsidiary 
in Rathcoole, Co. Dub- 
lin are striking for a 10 
per cent wages rise. 

This Is the first official 
strike at the plant for fif- 
teen years. 

The 83 craftworkers 
and inspectors are de- 
manding the pay rise in 
recognition of extra 

ualifications awarded to 
them to enable them to 
Carry out “approvals” on 
the engine overhauls car- 
ried out at the plant. 


The Labour Court has 
twice turned down the 
claim but actually 
granted a similar claim to 
supervisors in 1991. 


One striker told Social- 
ist Worker, “The Labour 
Court —you might as 
well go up to the man- 
ager, you'll get the same 
answer.” 

The company claims 
that to concede the claim 
would add £236.000 to 
the annual pay bill. 

But the workers point 
out that the standard of 
living for all Ailrmotive 


Cork canteen 


workers fight 
on staffing 


CANTEEN workers at Cork University Hospital were 
agan Involved In unofficial Industrial action in March 
when already minimum staffing levels finally reached 


an Impossible low. 

Exhausted staff, some of whom have been forced 
to work twelve days in a row for flat rate pay, walked 
sit when management refused to replace those off 
sick. 

This came on top of a long running dispute with 
management over a number of Issues, including shift 


rotas and holidays. 

Staff numbers have fallen consistently since vend- 
ing machines were installed in the dining hall, but 
even though these have now gone management have 
failed to replace those jobs lost. 

Fortunately the workers’ demand for increased 
staffing levels was met in the short term. But the 
issue Is still to be discussed with management. 

The success of this dispute demonstrates the im- 
portance of rank and file action in workplaces 
throughout the country. 

This action however has not only shown the way 
forward but has also given staff throughout Cork Uni- 
versity Hospital a well needed boost and a more de- 
termined resolve, one which was deepened by the 
sympathy of the vast majority of patients. 


TRINITY WORKERS VOTE FOR STRIKE 


FOR THE third time in as many years. 
Trinity College workers have 


{wo to one for strike action. 


The fssue is a pensions reduction for 
i full-time workers, and denial of pension 


full-tim- 


rights to part-timers. 


The reduction of pensions to 
ers is scen as an attempt to frustrate 
claim for pensions for part-timers. The 
employers have put this claim on the long 


voted by 


finger for years. 


ployment. 


For twenty years or more college 
workers were promised a given pension 
as a condition of their contracts of em- 


Endless to-ing and fro-ing between the 
industial relations forums have yielded 
little satisfactian. Trinity workers are 
now striking as a measure of last resort 

The estimated cost of honouring pen- 


sion commitments is £100,000 while the 
pension fund has appreciated by £30 
million in the last year. 

Anger has mounted as no progress was 
made through industrial relations ma- 
chinery. 

One worker told Socialist Worker: 
“The 68% vote for strike action shows 
the industria} relations temperature 
among the workforce.” 


employees has fallen 
over the last number of 
years. Shift premiums for 
example have fallen. 


Profits 


Aert Lingus has just an- 
nounced profits of £53.2 
million for 1995 and the 
strikers are keen to pur- 
sue their claim to the end. 

The 83 on strike have 
the support of all work- 
ers In all unions in the 
piant znd have an agree- 
ment that none of their 
work will be touchad 

No work can leave the 


plant without the strikers’ 
say SO. 


The 350 workers still at 
work are likely to be put 
on protective notice over 
the next few days. The 
company has used the 
threat of protective no- 
tice In registered letters 
to intimidate the work- 
force in the run-up to the 
strike, 


Support for the strikers 
from the other workers at 
the plant remains high— 
if the 83 win other work- 
ers will be In a stronger 
position to win theirs 


elfast PO strike vote 


LAST MONTH ir 
orkers voted ur 

] Mail attempt to 
T I l Agendu i 
on postal 
crs. It seeks to introduce 
samworking —this means 
Ts setting up groups 
of between six and fiftecn 
people to review cach others 
work. 

Team members will be ex- 
pected to work out holidays 
and monitor performance and 
sickness levels. 

Team leaders would be 
managements’ blue-eyed 
boys who drive up productiv- 
ity. 

The Post Office wants 
workers to police cach other 
and to urge one another to 
work harder. 

Job demarcation would go 
so the workers could be asked 
to do anything the boss 
wants, 

The Employee Agenda 
also seeks to sideline the un- 
ion with problems being dealt 
with inside the team by the 
team leader. 

UCW members are also 
angry because Royal Mail 
wants to do away with sec- 
ond deliveries. If this happens 
10,000 jobs could go in the 
next couple of years, 

Part-time working would 
increase by as much as 50 
percent. Split shifts would 
become a real possibility. 
Temporary staff would be 
paid off and overtime would 
become obliterated. 

Joint general secretary of 


irc attach 


Belfast a meeting of 300 UCW postal 
imously to ballot for industrial action if 
implement its “Employee Agenda”. 


the UCW, Alan Johnston, has 
tailed completel reflect 
postal workers’ anger at these 
developments and has sought 
a compromise on the Em 
ployee Agenda arguing that it 
contains “heneficial cle- 
ments”. 

He has even been on the 
phone to local UC W activists 
saying they have “no man- 
date™ to campaign against the 
Employee Agenda. 


Unofficial 


But over this last year there 
have been a series of unoffi- 
cial and illegal strikes and 
walkouts by posta! workers in 
response to management's 
attacks, such as the 6,000 
postal workers who struck in 
Edinburgh over attempts to 
axe the second delivery. 

Another example was the 
4,000 postal workers who 
walked out in London in de- 
fence of a sacked worker. 

Northern Ireland postal 
workers should follow these 
examples if any attempt is 
made by Royal Mail manage- 
ment to introduce the Em- 
ployee Agenda. they 
shouldn't even wait for a hal- 
lot on industrial action. 

Such a fight by postal 
workers would not only beat 
Royal Mail attacks, it would 
also unite Catholic and Prot- 
estant workers in a struggle 
to undermine sectananism. 
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PAGE TWELVE SOCIALIST WORKER 


THE ELECTIONS which 
the Tories have set for 
the end of May will have 
little to do with democ- 


| racy and more to do 
| with a sectarian head- 
| count. 

| @iFifteen parties are allowed to 


Published avery fortnight by the Socialist Warkers Party PO Box 1648, Dublin 8. Printed by Larkham P&P Ltd, London £3 


contest the poll. 


Only those who received per- 
mission from the British govern- 
ment can go forward. 

The eccentric Natural Law 


party can stand but a socialist 
party which advocates unity be- 
tween Catholic and Protestant 
workers is banned from the con- 
test. 

WAn extremely complicated 
electoral system has been estab- 
lished. 


Guarantee 


Its sole aim is to guarantee two 
seats each for fringe loyalist par- 
ties which were linked to the 
UVF and UDA death squads. 


For a Workers’ Republic and International Socialism 40p 


|. ‘PEACE FORUM’ 


‘it’s just a 
tarian 
dcouni 


The call for these elections has 
come from David Trimble. 

It is part of his strategy to whip 
up sectarian feeling. 

Trimble knows that the Union- 
ist middle class have most to lose 
from a settlement where rights 
for Catholics were recognised. 

He was terrified that a continu- 
ation of the ceasefire might have 
created conditions where frac- 
tures inside the Unionist mono- 
lith might have opened up on 
class lines. 


BSE crisis: How 


the beef bosses 


put profits before 


our health centre pases 


The elections in May will be 
another sectarian head count that 
solves nothing. 


Debate 


There will be no discussion on 
economic issues. 


There will be no debate on how 
the Tories have destroyed work- 
ing class areas—and what can be 
done to fight them. 


The only issue is ‘which side’ 
stands to gain most from all- 


ELECTION: 


party talks. 


Yet these talks are only about 
re-adjusting the sectarian ar- 
rangements in the North so that 
a new balance of poverty is 
struck between Catholic and 
Protestant workers. 


Instead of being sucked into 
this fraud, we need a political 
alternative that fights for work- 
ers unity and the destruction of 
both sectarian states in Ireland. 
In brief, a fighting socialist party. 


